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SOUTH WEST VOLLEYBALL ASSOCTATTON

Chairman's report

Tt géenis only yesterday that I was sitting unexpectantly,,ln what was.
" probably thf second AGM I had attended, suddenly to find myself as the new

Chairman, his, unfortunately, has also been the case in the. appointment
of other officers on the .comnittee,. unfortunate, because it's not.an easy way
to start & Job as, I did from a position of éomplete ignorance, Jﬁlvery year since

i then there has been at. least one position on the committee which we have been

struggling to £ill. In.an . association wit @6 many members it seems that we
shoultn't be in“a posibion of having to cajole innocent bystanders inko worklng

on the commlttee. Please let’s haVe moré wllllng volunteers.'

On a Slmliar~note it is dl&appOlntlng to realise that out of 7% afflllated

clubs in the region last season only 8 were actually represented at the AGM,
The exscutive committee tries hard to work for the benefit of all its members
but to do’this it needs. to know that it has been elected by the members and know
what its. members want from volleyball,

Bafare mentionlng some- of the events ‘which have taken place in the South Mest

“this season T would like to. thank all the members of the commlttee who have worked

hard during the ‘season to bring about more and better ‘yolleyball in the region.

- With eongratulatlons to Ron who sets a high standard of enthu31asm and work
output whlch the rest of us flnd dlfflcult to match : : X

- Althcugh they will all be mentloned in other offlcers reporﬁs there a. number of
hlghljghts whlch I .would like %o- mentlon. e e

1 The succeﬁs of the ngland v Scotland Mens lnternatlonals Beld in Poole and

Stroud which was due to the hard work ‘put in by the committees in these areas.
Congratulations to both groups ef organisersiand T hope that )eth areas w1ll

ffhave beneflted from thelr experlence. sy 7, S

-12; Competltlons in the Region haye run smoothly thls season w1th record numbers
of teams in the mens league and knock-~out Shampionship. ‘Bub where are the ladies?

here m st be lots of you playing in mens or mixed teams.in local leagues who
could get Logether to form teams to enter South West .competitions. ' T enjoy
seéing all the 613 faces évery year but it would be great to see more new ones
on the other gide of the net.

3. It looke 2 though, aiter two abortive attempts in the past two .seasons
that this year's Development Camp will take place and be a sufcess which will,
I believe, make another firgt for the region. Well done Sue.

4  Another new league has-been set up this year in North Gloucestershire., I
hope this will continue to thrive.

In conclu31on, one again, thanks to the comnittee, area organlsers, club
secretaries, coaches, referees, club players and all those who have represented
county or country. FPlease make every effort to keep the game going and grow1ng.

Wilma Kelman,-
Chairman,




Secretary's Annual Report

I would 1ike o sbart my report withimention 6f'an afternoon.in March which
gave me great pleasure.. It was March.22nd afid ‘thé event was the England v
Scotland Internationals at Strouds "0y the ‘Saturday we had a very good erowd ab
~ Poole where the lacal :committee had organised tha natches with their usual efficiency,
Then on the;Sunday.the:event-Was a-sell out and & erowd of over: 700 were packed
 intio the 'hall to .see.an exciting -3 ~ T win by Ehgland Junicrs and s climatic 3 — 2
. win'by England Seniors, The event was a mémorable “one not just. for the. packed
Lot el s nd ke ékcitigg,matchfbutgforrthe'reasoh‘thatﬁit’pTOVed'thé success of our
. Local development. in the past few years., TherStroud_league_baszgrpwn.with‘help
from SWVA and with a lot.of effert by the local organisers - in.particular
‘Tony Williams = to a strong lecal association willing to.take on the organisation
(1ol major ewenbs, . il alatae 00 Sabaal b Eebiiang s S I

© " This development is also true of othen local associations - Weymouth, Poole,
Swindon and Bristol. who are all active in the development of the game'in Hheir
.area. It has been pleasant:to see-developmsiit in"N.Glos undet the guidance of
. Jerry Spear and there is hope of development in Cornwall’with Tom Fisher and
The growth of these areas has led in turn to the growth of the SW - in terms of
affiliated clubs-gg compared to last yeavs:total of 78and - ia the growlh:of the
- number ‘of ‘players,. . . - . IS B 4 & Hgpnt ek e B Rloey Doamande Bl

Our competitions have improve&-inlquantity-and quality andrmuqh[g¢6diﬁ;gpe§-to
the teams who displayed. suchiexeellént standards ‘at the fecent SW Championships.
“in 1982/83 our regional.league will -become s true qualifying league to the

-tﬁﬁﬁiogglileague',USQméthing'We{have'Wished fdrfai;éggwﬁ;mgy_,j’”

We have had more success this year with coaching courses though I do feel we-

.....

need .someone who 1is interested dm coaching who Wwill take an active role in-
T DR e H 3 : , S £ : SRR 3 R T 5
. building's regional stpucture: e Al el SR egl :

Iﬁ;lﬁﬁﬁé'éé tﬁpﬁgﬁ;qgr.loﬁg-piaﬂned Juhior;Devélop@ent Camp will take place.
_Shis-year and for that much credit and thahks to"Sue SésSiohé.our_Jghiof:-;m
- ‘Develdpment Officer. . = - @y ety ekt S RBE S

My Shapks to Brian Jones ds well-for his work with offisiale =] &t ure that
tHe: standards ‘hefe dn the SW.are-much:higher-#han sisewhers, 1

f codthen elseyidte,  Uidee is hovever o
still need for inferested referea&wEO‘develbp~the‘ﬁreed'in'ﬁheir*local,areas,

In September ye will ach as hosts to the Comnéttiealth’ Voifkyball Toudrament ab

Bath - I hope that we can use this event to further develop the game in the SW,

' In conglusion a. good season ~ Growth hasicontinued in: most dreas, quality'hes.
improved.and we r emain in many ways” far ahead of other refions,. Bibt we must.-
. . nob.sit-pack = bhere are o few major aréas bhat nesd attention - ~

i) a supply of willing and active volunteers to take up Executi?é”pdsiﬁigég

i) A‘need'to'develop our coac

trained and become coaches. e i ;
: iii) a need to plan our development more carefully and over a longer period of time,

hing skills - tb'few players are willfng-td'ﬁé

My thanks to all those people who have worked so hard this season; I hope you
will continue to do so ard that you can persuade more people to join us,

Ron Richards.
May 1981,



OFFICTALS SECRETARY REPORT 1980 / 19281.

This season has seen a growing need for nationalfleague3é§fié§aié;;with more
S.W. teams than ever competing in the leagues.

Grade 111 courses were run in' Exeter, Swindon,” Guernsey and BriSﬁolTwith'mﬁxed
- results., ~Courses -planned in Paignton-and Stroud were cancelled through lack
of suppert.s s Silia 3 SeivEbend o e SEEEL

e i BriVahs referees: commission are discussing the problem of the failure rate.

v r2The ‘need  forr qualified. officials who are" prepared “to referee 'at regional and
national-league lewel is causing problems and club secretaries will probablu be
surprised to know that in the South West we have iess probilems than any other
region, So therefore it is obvious that the aim is to pass candidates rather than

o Fail them, but a weékénd ia a very short time to ‘give atcandidate ‘enough knowledge
.. to enable them to. achieve the pass mark:’ S¢'the suggestion that T would like
to see, agopted in our region-is that whém'a leapue or'club secretary is arranging
a course, a meeting of the candidates is held a minimum of %en days before.the
wcourge ab which a local referee would Spend time explaining*thé object of the
course, give a'brief outline of the rules, enbiire that eadh candidate has 3
rule book and go through the scoresheet procedure. In my opinion this will
assist every candidate and will make the difference between a pass or a.failure

Problems have arisen’this year with'delay' in notification of results and non
availability of rule books. A supply of rule books aré now'held at. the National
JOffice ‘and: the Commissidn will moritor the ‘situatidn t6& ensire that sufficient
stocks are kept. The Gommission has decided that the staff officials will mark
the examination papers for the Courses which they run and this should enable the
candidate to be notified of their:results more .guigklyy o - ¢ ovall ot
My records show that thirty two referees from the S.W. have officiated at National
ahd National Qualifying’ league mitches durifg the season, The tobtal number of
- referees. registered with the E.V.A. for 1980/81 is 213 of which 23 are from the S.W.
oI hope' thatiifor the 1981/82 season the' mimber will increase’ substantially. .

. In the Bédatol end Posle areas we éré‘ﬁéll;off_for referees at NaﬁioﬁéifLéﬁgue
level, 'but we mus%*ehdéaéour‘tb'giﬁé*%ipeyieﬂbe to referees in the other areas
““where National Ledgue and Regional Ledgue’teams are based, therefore when teams
“are running tournaments pledse help by irforming me and requesting h?lP*ﬂdpw

.2 Tiwould. also ask clubs to-give me the Hamed of the officials who referee their
National and Regional games, so that I may be able to help these people gain more
soeililexperienoe,: This is parbicularly’ necessdry where officials are noti~players who
‘may wish-to officiate more regularly. My message to clubs isfagainfihglplme to
Aihelpigeutiod Gl Lt s bR L s B SR R i o

Tu'whefé douﬁeuﬁeed mofe officials? The Exeter, Paignton and Plymouth areéjié“in
need of a courge, I.will.willingly staff one, but someone in that.area .will: have

“Syo organife it.

Y My dim for 1981/82 ig to establish a Regiondl referces Committee consisting of
the officials secretary and the officials secretary of each area league, and in
areas where leagues do not exist a nominsted representative, I would like. .%o
hold a meeting as soon as possible adter the S.W. A.G.M., to discuss a programme
for the season. Perhaps at the A.G.M. area and club representatives would like
to meet with me to discuss this matter.

I would like to thank all the clubs and referees who have helped me during the
past season, I would personally like to thank "Mr South West" - Ron Richards
for ancther season of fantastic devotion to South West Volleyball and all other

executive members for the work they are doing,
Brian Jones.



o7 Competitifons Report. oo

- iThe ' F987.South West ‘League season started with its fullscommitment. of entries
“in the ladies and mén's “ivision l-and the largest numbBer of "entries ever in

DlVlﬁan 11, fourteen, so that the Division had to be split into 2 °zones,

The 1v151on also saw the entry of two sides from over the border, Abergavenny
~and Pontypool; the former having a particularly successful- ‘baptism .winning the
northern: zone and the. play-off.between the two zones., The standard of Division
11 which was intended for: ‘new‘teams has certalnly 1mproved qulte markedly
"fover the last three years. : : :

I”Q-In Men's DlVlSlon 1‘ Wéymouﬁh Bay Rowdles won tHe dlvlslon for the flTSt tlme,
‘ "“managlng o w1thstand a’late challenge from Paigntoen who were undefeated in the
=*Eﬁ”last tweIVe matches, W1th Poole oomzng thlrd only on sets dlfference.

i the Ladiss D1v151on, Poole Thumpers won the title for +he thlrd ‘sucdgessive
'season, w1th Portsmouth Vltesse (oiaylng for the first time in S.W. ) eoming
.seoond : A ko e R L

Tt is plea51pg that in both Ladies and Mens Division 1 there w%s nearly a -
7 100% £ ixture fulfillment ‘a ‘feature which was lacking in-Mens ~ivisien:17,
©:.Cértainly if teams from Division®wish to continue playing“in-the iSouth West

- 'Leagnes they dre going to have to show greater commitment to theim fixtures,

Salewroniad iz, e

Junior Developﬁeﬁt Offioéi's'Reborff'

T took dn’this job in October 1980 little res!ising the Size-of tHe ares:
-‘(geographlcally% and “the Iack of interest.in.-Junior Volleyball on: the part of

mo§ of ‘sur players and clubs. I get the impression ‘that ‘many clubs think that

fully fledged volleyball players are found under the scorers table rather than
upainstakingly trained by people interested-in. the: Fubure iof: thelxiesport, ./ Iast
: “gedgon (1979 - 80) T was :playing -in: Strasbourg -and there every club that--had
¢ gigenior team also.-had a -junior: section, . The Alssce region ran.g .short. league
seagon .and” K. O ‘competition forrage groups from under 1k to Under.19,: -This. is
something I feel we must aim for, Too many senior volleyball players are selfish,

’“ﬁtaking only fron %helr chosen 5port and puttlng'absolutely nothlng back 1nto it.
- g

& hoPe that A the Tear future we can ‘set up local Juniorxﬂevelopment competltlons
" il by many local ledgues we-have in the area, There s @ iinior’ Development

Cemp taking place at Wroughton School on June 26th - 28th, This coincides with
the Hambro Tournament at the same venue on the 28tb Why'not Send your youngsters

Er

Wé also have the Commonwealth Tournament oomlng to Bath in September whlon should

stimulate some interest in the Sport so why not advertise your existence in

.. -local: schools and.sports centres, .Start recruiting 'your 66" centre gpikers now
: before somebody else nabs e e S RIS e 0

: :quue-Sess;onoi



Gentre for Excellent Report.

Members of the. SW Centre continue to-achieve high standards at international
and club level, Steve Pincott and Ucal Ashman have been regular members of
the Senior Natlonal team and Martin Hodges is in the Junior squad.

Other members of the centre have been members of the national squads and it is
anticipated that others will in the next two years also obtain that status.

The emphasis &t the centre is on improving and developing basic ball control
skills and tedhniques., This work is reflected in the performances of the

teams the dentre members play for. I am convinced that the contintied dominance
of mens volléyball by Speedwell is as much due to the overall ball skills of
the tean as to the individual ability of certain players. Players from the
other local teams are also beginning to make a greater contribution to their
clubs performance.

We have still been unable to obtain a sportshall for our regular training
sessions and although the gymnasium used is a limiting factor in certain
activities it does have the advantage of requiring players to coticentrate on
accurate playing of the ball. If we are able to obbain a sports hall it is my
intention to start an additional session for players of potential who are
currently not of the standard suitable for the present sessions,

The Sports Council have continued to grant aid,the cenmtre and I would like

to think that the performance of the centre in achieving its aim of raising
the standard of our top players has justified their faith in us. A generous
grant of £750 from the Sports Council combined with a £250 donation from
Sportset and money raised from the sale of vides tapes / publications by the
Centre has enabled us to purchase a 'Spikemaster! machine from Ameriea
The machine will serve, set and smash balls to a very high degree of accuracy
and will be a tremendous aid to the training of players. The machine will be
used also by SWAVA for courses and training camps.

K, Nicdholl

R et e i i
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SQUTH WEST VOLLEYBATT, ASSOCIATT (N

BRISTOL AND WEST VOLLEYBALL LEAGUE

 AREA REPORT

Last season in the Bristol league was without doubt one of the . - _
best seasons for .years. We ran three leagues,; these being Mens, League,

Ladies League and a Mixed League, with all three having a good level

of competition, a good variety of clubs participating.

: As ﬁe11 ag the léague ruraning well,‘we had very good support from all

clubs at league meetings, which made a pleasant change, As a result of this
we ran two very successful courses in Bristol, one a referces course and
the other-a coaches course, our thanks to Ron Richards .and Brian Jones

- Tor taking the courses., 'Alsc thanks to South West League for their Grant
- Aid towards the courses, , =

We nave at preseﬁt two good county sides and although the ladies team
were defeated narrowly the man have a good chance to reach finals,

Outlook 81/82

We hope for another good season with more teams participating, also we aim

- to re-introduce K.0. Cups for all our 1l:agues, plus a tour abroad for both

mens and ladies county teams. Finally follow up courses for referees and
coaches, : '

Gerry Greet,
League Secretary.

TAUNTON ARFA,

After the reasonable progress of the last two seasoms this year has been a
consolidating year.

Due teo gll of the main playggé forming into one €lub, Taunton, there has

not been any local league. There have been many casual games between affiliated
clubg not in leagues suchias:SLCgA,T students who have had a réasonable season.

The emphasis willnnow be on setting up new clubs or reviving old interests

© Using the main club ag the focus and catalyst. New sports halls are being

built.-and the Publi€ Schools are beginning to show interest, Attempts will
now be made to publicise the game more in the area with Pegular team reports,

The Taunton elub have held a Tournament. with all local elubs parbicipating but

existing clubs at the Fire Station,” Police cadets and: Youth clubs have ceased

o compste at any level, . :
Help is meeded to get interest inmto action in 1981/82,

I.é.-Godper;-



POOLE VOLLEYBALL ASSCGIAT ICHN.

This hasbeen a good yeatr for Poole with the three divisions of the League
running fairly smoothly. Sandy Bullock took over as secretary at the A.G.M. and
unfortunately has been dogged by ill health ever since,-bub -he has;--with help
from obher committee members, soldiered on. He enters hospital soon for an
operation and the Association would like to wish him good luck and an early
return to full fitness. R

Two major events have taken place during the last year, the National Finals
and the England v Scotland internationals. The local club members have given
good support and help. ' ‘ e ‘

Geoff Allen has worked hard at developing Schools Volleyball resulting in the
firet Dorset Schools tournament held recently. =~ = ‘

Local ¢lubs have done well Nationally with OBC Poole winning Division four South
and Poole Thumpers finishing runners up in the qualifying league. - Both clubs

are promoted next season and look forward to fubture honours. I Cup competitions
Poole Thumpers Ladies have reached the final of %ne Kestours Cup, their men
bﬁﬁgddkﬁmdintmfwmfﬂmloftm same competition, -
Tnternabionally Sarah Bardsley of Poole Thumpers and Gary Joyce of OBC Poole
_have represented England at Schools level and Jenny Hedgecock .and Vince Joyce of
OBC Poole played at U20 level. e an T u g

- Loegl firm Hamﬁ@rﬁhj'Engineering Limited won the Ngtional.Recfgt@topm'?amagers
Title and the team with the OBC flavour now travel to Hembiirg for the European
Chémpioﬁships. o e i , o _

We would like to thank the South West Association for their help during the year
and wish you all a good volleyball season next year, : '

Brisn Jones
Chairman.

STROUD AND DISTRICT VOLLEYBALL ASSOCIAT ION

The Stroud Association is pleased to report a very successful ‘year. \

The highlight of the year was the successful England v Scotland internationalw
31 March, - & capacity -erowd of over 700 peopld packed in-the Stratford Park
eisure Oentre- for.aj afternoon of ezciting high shandard volleyball, This was
an important event in fterms of publicity but perhaps more important was the
‘experiencé gained by the very active local committee.

“Tn'May the samé commibtee will take on the organisation of the S.W. Finals and

"~ hags obtained” sponsorship from Lacey and Thompson a local garage for that event,
The 1ocal league ran successfully with 13 teams in 2 divisions. The winners of

. Div 1 were Cheltenham Fire Service and of Division 2 Freakaways. Some of the
teams are recrganising next season and this could lead to problems over promotion
and relegation. It is hpped that new teams will join the league.

Recently a very sutcessful preséntatibn dinner was held with 150 people present.
Ip all this season has seen volleyball in Stroud receive some welcome development,

Tony Williams
President.



